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LOTUS 1-2-3 release 1A is one of the
few software packages currently avail-
able which allows access to the DOS
2.0 directory’ structure. Most packagés
force the user ta have all program and
data files in-the same directory if they
are all to reside on a hard disk. The pur-
pose of the following example is to show
how some of the features of 1-2-3 can
make it even easier to utilise the hard
disk fully.

First you will need to install 1-2-3 on
the hard disk. The instructions in" the
manual give clear directions. However,
| suggest that you put all the program
files in a sub-directory called 123, and
create some directories subordinate to
C:\123 for use as working directories.
For example

C>CHDIR_\

Copy all the files on the Lotus disket-
tes into the directory C:\123 and perform
the necessary configuration procedures.
With C:\123 still the working directory,
start Lotus. Select the 1-2-3 spread-
sheet and finish off the configuration
procedure by -using e command/
wgddc:\123~uq to define C:\123 as the
current directory at start-up.

Create the following template and
save it using the name AUTO123:

It: ‘/xmmenu™
14: "123

Ja4: “A:

¥4: "Demo

L4: "Test

IS: 'Use directory c:\123
J8: ‘Use directory A:\
KS: ‘Use directory c:\123\demo
LS: 'Use directory c:\123\test
16: '/wey

Jb&: " /fdaz\™

ké&: " /fdc:\123\demo™

Lé: " /fdc:\N123\test™

J7: ' /wey
K7: " /wey
L7: " /wey

Cell 11 should be given the range
name \0. Cell 14 should be given the
range name MENU. Make sure that the
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cursor is at cell A1 when you save the
worksheet.

When the 1-2-3 spreadsheet is
selected it will automatically search for
a worksheet called AUTO123 in the cur-
rent directory atstart-up, and if found,
load it. Whenever 1-2-3 loads a work-
sheet it executes the keyboard macro
named \0, so now 1-2-3 should find and
load the worksheet just created. This
worksheet causes 1-2-3 to execute a
menu which allows you to specify the
working directory to be used. Quit the
spreadsheet and re-enter to see it work-
ing.

Unfortunately 1-2-3 still needs more
changes before it will fully support DOS
2.0. When Release 1A is installed on a
hard disk in this manner the File Man-
agement and Disk' Management access
system functions become next to use-
less. | understand another release will
be available soon which enhances some
of 1-2-3's existing functions as well as
adding others such as word processing.
Let's hope it also completes the support
of the DOS 2.0 directory structure.

Epson/IBM Printer Ribbons

About 18 months ago | installed an
Epson/IBM printer for the first time. | re-
call being intrigued by the EXCHANGE
TIMES markings on the ribbon cartridge,
but never did find any reference to this
in the operation manual. Well, recently
the time finally came to get a new ribbon
anditledto a money-saving discovery.

Obviously it is possible to buy a com-
plete new cartridge, but that is expen-
sive and seemed wasteful. | made en-
quiries with some local consumable
suppliers about a ribbon inker adver-
tised in various US magazines, but alas,
no success. By then | had gone off the
idea of messing about with ink and or-
dered some new cartridges. About two
days later | received a message from
Greg Moyle at Magmedia to say that he
had a replacement ribbon for me to try
instead of a new cartridge.

| accepted the offer and Greg duly ar-
rived in my office with a Nova Inked Rib-
bon Refill Pack. He had only just got
them and | was to be the guinea pig. It
was a simple task to remove the old rib-
bon from the original cartridge and re-
place it with the Nova ribbon, and it
works just fine. | recommend that you
check this option out with your supplier
when your ribbon fades.

Book Reviews
Three books were sent my way for re-
view a few months back, and here are

_ the results. The first to be looked at was

Your IBM Personal Computer: Use,
Applications, and BASIC by David Cor-
tesi (Holt, Rinehardt and Winston). The
preface says, “This book aims to be a
companion and guide to you, the new
owner of an IBM Personal Computer.”
It achieves that aim. Cortesi emphasises
practical things such as unpacking and
setting up the machine, back-ups, or-
ganising a diskette library, and learning
to use new programs.

As I've been around computers for a
long time, and have been heavily invol-
ved with the IBM-PC for well over a
year, | expected to gain little from this
book. | was wrong. There are a lot of
new, and what must appear strange,
ideas and concepts for -a new user to
pick up. Cortesi introduces the subject
matter simply, builds on it logically, and
leaves the new user at a level where
they can safely go solo. He has shown
me how to improve the way | introduce
these same topics as well as more ad-
vanced ones to those | am responsible
for introducing to the world of personal
computing. | recommend you check it
out for yourself.

The second book received was
PROGRAMMING the IBM Personal
Computer: - BASIC by Neill Graham
(Holt, Rinehardt and Winston). Graham
covers all the usual topics found in
books with similar intentions; however,
he does so in a unique sequence. Fea-
tures are introduced in the order in
which the new user will need or wonder
about them. The new user | tried the
book out on was surprised at the way
Graham consistently managed to sec-

- ond guess him.

The book is full of well thought-out de-
scriptions, warnings and explanations.
For those users who already know
another implementation of BASIC this
book offers an excellent way to leamn the
traps and features of the IBM-PC ver-
sion. Each chapter ends with a short list
of suggested exercises, which | think
would make the book suitable for class-
room use. If you intend to program the
IBM-PC in BASIC then you would do
well to consider reading this book.

The final book received was How To
Program The IBM-PC by Tim Hartnell
(Interface Publications). This is really
just another ‘How To Program In BASIC’
book, and doesn't cover the traps and
features of the IBM-PC at all well. The
content and presentation of this book
leave me with the impression that it is
one of those “I Can Cash In On The »
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Market Too’ styles of book, which are
becoming all too common.

DOS Hints

More than one person | know has
been caught by the fact that DOS 2.0
fails to give any warning about the FOR-
MAT command. If a hard disk user types
FORMAT without specifying a diskette
drive it is possible to erase the entire
hard disk. The following procedure will
prevent this catastrophe:

C-RENAME_FORMAT.COM_ FCFORMAT.COMR
C-COEY _CON: FORMAT.BAT
FCEORMAT_A:

Fress <F6: ENTER: to write the fi1le to disk,

It is easy to trick up this batch file to
test for various diskette drives, and you
may like to include the /S and /V
switches.

The DOS TYPE command doesn'’t ac-
cept wild cards (* or ?). The way around
this annoying restriction is to use the
COPY command, which does accept
wild cards, to copy the file(s) to the
screen. Create an eXtended TYPE com-
mand with the following procedure:

C-COFY_CON: XTYFE.EAT

Fress <F6:<ENTER: to write the file to disk

'READER’S
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GARTOONS

“I just feel so sure that
all this peeking and poking
isn’t good for him at his age.”

T.ofhlorien
Software

Cultivating New Concepts

COMPUTER SOFTWARE
S’PECIALISTS

@appie

EDUCATION
FRENCH & GERMAN TUTORS,
SPELLING & SPEED READING,
AUSTRALIAN GEOGRAPHY,
THE UNIVERSAL TUTOR

SCHOOL RECORDS & REPORTS; -
ADMIN. & FILING

ARCHIVE—BIBLIOGRAPHY —
FILING

THE LIBRARY CATALOGUE.
THE LIBRARIAN'S
ASSISTANT

— LOAN SYSTEM —

GAMES :
THE CAVERNS OF MORDIA

G.P.0. BOX 1033,
SYDNEY 2001
Phone: (02) 398 4023

IBM PC
GRAPHICS

At last — Graftalk — the
ideal graphics package
for business plans
and results. Call now
for full information.

SAFE,SOUND,AND
STATE-OF-THE-ART.

B.S.MICROCOMP PTY.LTD.,
61 BOURKE ST, MELBOURNE 3000.
CALLUS ON 614 1433.

“THE ULTIMATE 80 COLUMN APPLE"

“DIGICARD
SPECIALS
FOR THE

APPLE
COMPUTERS”

DIGICARD DISK DRIVES
$379.00 ex tax

FASTER TRACK TO TRACK ACCESS
MORE PRECISE HEAD POSITIONING
BIGGER STORAGE

DIGICARD 80 COLUMN CARD
$200.00 ex tax
DIGICARD 80E COLUMN
CARD (APPLE 2E)
$158.00 ex tax

70% FASTER THAN OTHER 80
COLUMN CARDS.
CP/M & PASCAL 1.1 compatible
Inbuilt Communications Terminal
(80 col. only)

DIGICARD RS232 SERIAL
INTERFACE CARD
$145.00 ex tax

FULL SOFTWARE COMPATIBILITY
16 SWITCH SELECTABLE BAUD
RATES FROM 75-19200

See your local dealer or contact
DIGICARD direct on (03) 439 1366

Maclagan Wright & Associates,
11/22 Bridge Street, Eltham, Victoria 3095

DIGICARD
OFFERS
e AUSTRALIAN
DESIGN &
MANUFACTURE
A [2MONTH
GUARANTEE

OFFER CLOSES AUGUST 1ST, 1984

JLM/MCLB

103



